
LUTHER: Man of Prayer,
Preacher of the Word

By Dr. Craig Jennings

hrist-cen tered preach ing should be prac ti cal
preach ing; that is, it should al ways be di rected to
the needs of the av er age per son in the con gre ga -
tion.  (Mar tin Lu ther) also worked to make the

ser mon prac ti cal.  In fact, he was not so much in ter ested
in preach ing to the hand ful of schol ars and pro fes sors in
the au di ence as he was to the com mon peo ple.  If those
pa rish io ners of a crit i cal, ex act ing, re fined taste did n’t
like sim ple, down-to-earth preach ing, “the door stands
open.”

In deed, straight for ward, un com pro mis ing preach ing
in fu ri ates the Devil, who in turn plagues the preacher
with “per se cu tion, ha tred, con tempt, an tip a thy, and
count less peril.”  He stirs up op po si tion and per se cu tion
not only from the world in gen eral, but also from friends
and fam ily.

No one be lieves how dif fi cult it is for one man to op -
pose the com mon opin ion of all other churches, to con -
tend against the views of very good men and very good
friends, to con demn them, and to teach, live and do ev -
ery thing in op po si tion to men.

Nev er the less, the God-called preacher must fol low
the ex am ple of Noah, that great preacher of righ teous -
ness, whose bold proc la ma tion is “an ev er last ing ex am -
ple for his de scen dants, one whose faith, per sis tence and
dil i gence in preach ing his de scen dants might ad mire and

im i tate”.
Once the ba sic ed u ca tional prep a ra tion has been

com pleted, then what?  What prin ci ples should a pas tor
fol low in his weekly ser mon prep a ra tion (apart from ear -
nest prayer)?  For Lu ther, weekly prep a ra tion chiefly in -
volved dil i gent study.  If one pic tures the Bi ble as a great
tree cov ered with rich fruit, said Lu ther, then the task of
preacher is to shake the tree in or der to gather as much as
pos si ble.  That does not mean he is sim ply to shake the
tree in a gen eral sort of way, but he must shake each
branch in di vid u ally so as not to miss any of the fruit in
other words, in-depth study is a must.  In a ser mon from
1532 Lu ther noted that:

Some preach ers are very well off and dis cov -
ered an easy way to preach.   They no lon ger
need Scrip ture and study; for in all things, they
can tell peo ple: Dear folk, be sat is fied; be lieve
what ever Christ says He  means; that is en tirely
enough.  Who could not preach this way?  Who
would not be glad to be a pu pil if we could be
spared the la bor of preach ing and teach ing,
could com mit this work to Christ and say: I be -
lieve what Christ be lieves, or, much better still, I 
let Christ be lieve for me, and I let Him worry
about what I am to be lieve?  Ah, what fine
Chris tians and pre cious peo ple we would be! 
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This is what the pa -
pists are say ing
now a days; they be -
lieve what the
church be lieves. 
And it is re ported
that the Pales say: I
be lieve what our
king be lieves.  Why
not?  How could
there be a better
faith, a faith that re -
quires less la bor
and care than
this? *

With such a high re gard
for in-depth bib li cal study, it
is not sur pris ing that Lu ther
be lieved that for ser mon
prep a ra tion, the time a pas tor 
spends in the Scrip ture text
it self is far more im por tant
than the time spent con sult -
ing com men tar ies.  A pas tor
should not dis card his com -
men tar ies, but Lu ther was
fear ful lest the Bi ble “be bur -
ied un der a mass of lit er a ture
about the Bi ble, and the text
it self …be ne glected”. 

Lu ther be lieved that ser -
mon in tro duc tions should be
brief and to the point.  In his
in tro duc tions Lu ther sim ply
set forth the main theme of
the text and then pro ceeded
to preach the text it self.  For
ex am ple, Lu ther’s in tro duc -
tion to a ser mon on Luke
16;19-31 is typ i cal:

We have hith erto
heard in our gos pel
les sons of var i ous
ex am ples of faith
and of love; for as
they all teach faith
and love, I hope you
are abun dantly and
suf fi ciently in formed
that no hu man be ing
can be pleas ing to

Morning Glory
Volume CV – Number 2

March  2022

Editor: Pastor Rodney Stueland
336 Prairiewood Circle S. #9, Fargo, ND  58103

email:  haugerep@gmail.com

Send Announcements, Contributions, and Subscription Renewals to:
Barbara Stueland, 336 Prairiewood Circle S. #9, Fargo, ND  58103

Internet Web Site:  haugeinnermission.com.
Facebook:  Facebook.com/Haugeinnermission

Electronic version available – Send email to:  morningglorymagazine@gmail.com

PUBLICATION OFFICE:
HAGA PUBLISHING, 808 Martha Lake Court, Shoreview, MN  55126-5856

OFFICERS OF THE FEDERATION
President:  Wayne Almlie  ..........................................................................Des Moines, IA
Vice President:  Joel Zeltinger........................................................................Bismarck, ND
Secretary:  Jim Haga ....................................................................................Shoreview, MN
Treasurer:  Paul Peterson..................................................................................Kenyon, MN
Vacant....................................................................................................................................
Vacant....................................................................................................................................
Marvin Jacobson...............................................................................................Dundas, MN
Rodney Stueland ..................................................................................................Fargo, ND
Vacant....................................................................................................................................

CONTRIBUTIONS TAX DEDUCTIBLE
The Hauge Lutheran Innermission Federation is registered with the Department of Internal Revenue
as a non-profit religious organization.  Contributions for all phases of the Hauge Federation are
deductible for income tax purposes.

Luther: Man of Prayer, Preacher of the Word..................................................................1-3
The Spiritual Formation Movement ....................................................................................3
Burden Casting • The Master’s Will ...................................................................................4
Editorial...............................................................................................................................5
From our Fellowship Circle • Ye Are Christ’s ....................................................................6
Believable …Yet Unbelievable ...........................................................................................7
Increase and Decrease • The Trial of a Right Choice..........................................................8
What Grace is This? • Why God’s Word Can Be Trusted...................................................9
Are Your Dependable? • Are You Discouraged? ..............................................................10
Disabled • Thrice Holy • Things Are Different Now ........................................................11
The Lord’s Goodness • The Offense of the Cross • Only One..........................................12
From the Beginning of the Creation • Grieving the Spirit • Save the World.....................13
The Fear of God • Preach the Word ..................................................................................14
Enoch Found it Pays to Keep Good Company • A Day of Small Miracles.......................15
UpDate • Missionary Candidate........................................................................................16

MORNING GLORY (ISSN0745-5968, USPS 887-740) is published in January, March, May,
June, August, September, October, November and December, by the Hauge Lutheran
Innermission Federation, 336 Prairiewood Circle S. #9, Fargo, ND  58103, and printed by Send-It 
Shipping & Mailing Center, 1026 West Alcott Ave., Fergus Falls, MN 56537. Periodicals
postage paid at Fergus Falls, MN 56537.
POSTMASTER:  Send Address Changes to: Morning Glory, c/o Send-It Shipping & Mailing
Center, 1026 West Alcott Ave., Fergus Falls, MN 56537.



God un less he be lieves and loves.  Now in time
this Gos pel text the Lord pres ents to us at the
same time and ex am ple of faith and of un be lief or
of the state of the god less, in or der that we also
may ab hor the con trary and the op po site of faith
and love, and that we may cleave to faith and love
more dil i gently.  For here we see the judg ment of
God upon the be liev ers and the un be liev ers,
which is both dread ful and com fort ing.  Dread ful
to the faith less and com fort ing to the faith ful.  But
in or der that we may better grasp the mean ing of
this text we must pic ture to our selves both the rich
man and poor Laz a rus.  In the rich man we see the 
na ture of un be lief and in Laz a rus the na ture of be -
lief. *

Im me di ately fol low ing those brief com ments Lu ther
plunged di rectly into the first point of his out line. …We
lay the foun da tion for a soar ing sky scraper of a ser mon
but then pro ceed to build noth ing but a chicken coop
upon it.

On one oc ca sion when Lu ther’s wife, Kath er ine,
com plained about the preach ing of Pomeranus (John
Bugenhagen), Lu ther re plied,

Pomeranus preached the way you women usu ally
told.  He says what ever co mes to mind.  Dr. Jonas is ac -
cus tomed to say, ‘One should n’t hail ev ery sol dier one
meets.’  And it’s true Pomeranus of ten takes ev ery body
he meets along with him.  Only a fool thinks he should
say ev ery thing that oc curs to him.  A preacher should see
to it that he sticks to the sub ject and per forms his task in
such a way that peo ple un der stand what he says. 
Preachers who try to say ev ery thing that oc curs to them
re mind me of the maid ser vant who is on her way to mar -
ket.  When she meets an other maid, she stops to chat with 
her for a while.  Then she meets an other maid and talks
with her.  She does the same with a third and a fourth and
so gets to mar ket very slowly.  This is what preach ers do
who wan der too far from their sub ject.  They try to say
ev ery thing at once, but it won’t do.  

As Meuser points out, Lu ther be lieved that the “text
is to con trol the ser mon; that is, the preacher must iden -
tify the cen tral mes sage in the text and then stick with it.”

*  Luther’s Works

The Spir i tual For ma tion Move ment 

By Carol Hoikkala Ed i tor

The “Spir i tual For ma tion Move ment” (SFM) is the
pri mary ve hi cle be ing used to in cor po rate into the Chris -

tian church the New Age ide ol ogy of Crème and Dailey. 
When in fil trat ing a church SFM sub tly moves the un sus -
pect ing away from the “truth of God’s Word” to a “mys ti -
cal” form of Chris tian ity.

At the heart of this move ment (both di rectly and in di -
rectly) is the book Cel e bra tion of Dis ci pline by Rich ard
Fos ter.  Fos ter is said to be the “fa ther” of the Evan gel i cal 
Spir i tual For ma tion Move ment.

Rich ard Fos ter has a strong link to the mys tics, es pe -
cially Thomas Mer ton whose goal it was to awaken peo -
ple to what he saw as the miss ing el e ment within
Chris tian ity –- mys ti cism.  Mer ton set out to bring mys ti -
cism (i.e. con tem pla tive prayer) to the Cath o lic and
Chris tian world.  Be fore he died in 1968 Mer ton said, “I
in tend to be come as good a Bud dhist as I can be.”  Mer -
ton held to the be lief that God dwells in “all peo ple and
that we are, in fact, all a part of God.”  

In 1978 Rich ard Fos ter picked up the man tle and be -
gan con tin u ing Thomas Mer ton’s goal of in cor po rat ing
the mys ti cal el e ment into the Chris tian Church and its in -
sti tu tions.  

Over the past de cades the SFM has be come wide -
spread in our na tion’s Chris tian col leges and sem i nar ies. 
The rea son?  To re ceive ac cred i ta tion, most ac cred it ing
agen cies are re quir ing that Spir i tual For ma tion be in cor -
po rated into the school’s cur ric u lum. 

Rich ard Fos ter once said that when he first be gan
writ ing in the early 70’s and 80’s “Spir i tual For ma tion”
was hardly known.  To day, he says, “Sem i nary courses in 
Spir i tual For ma tion pro lif er ate like baby rab bits.  Huge
num bers are seek ing to be come cer ti fied as Spir i tual Di -
rec tors to an swer the cry of mul ti plied thou sands for spir -
i tual di rec tion.”

Crème’s state ment, “the new world re li gion will be a 
fu sion and syn the sis of the ap proach of the east and the
ap proach of the west,” is TODAY, be ing car ried out in
ra pid ity via the Spir i tual For ma tion Move ment.

Taken from, Hope For Your Heart
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The Devil may tempt us, the

flesh may tempt us, the world

may tempt us, but it is we

ourselves who sin
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Burden Casting
“Cast thy bur den upon Je ho vah, and He 

will sus tain thee.”  (Ps. 55:22 ASV)

By Pas tor Maynard Force

Bur dens are com mon to all!  If an av er age group of
peo ple were asked to jot down their ‘bur dens’, we would
have a long and var ied list.  The young as well as the old
would be rep re sented.  Sup pose you were asked, what
would you put down?

One bur den dif fers from an other.  It may be some sin
you have com mit ted in the past which is now press ing
heavily on your con science.  It may be some worry that
has lodged in your mind for which you can find no re lief. 
Per haps it is a fear of some thing that may come in the fu -
ture.  It may be some dis ap point ment in life that has
caused you bit ter ness.  It may be something unique that
both ers you, some thing un known to any one else.  It may,
even be some small, in sig nif i cant thing that you are
ashamed to men tion.  It does not take much of a weight, if 
it presses in a sen si tive place, to be come a bur den.  A bur -
den can be any thing that you are car ry ing that de presses
you.

There are many dif fer ent ways in which peo ple seek
to get rid of bur dens, for no one wants to carry a load that
causes him grief.  Many have found tem po rary re lief in
keep ing them selves fe ver ishly busy will all kinds of
things. Some avoid be ing alone, for then their bur den be -
comes un bear able.  Oth ers seek to lighten their load by
in dulg ing in worldly plea sures, hop ing that re lief will
come that way.  Still oth ers turn to al co hol or drugs, for
while they are un der their in flu ence, their bur dens seem
to lighten.  Oth ers, again, break down un der their bur dens 
and be come sick and de spon dent in body, mind, and soul.  
Then there are those who can’t stand the pres sure of their
bur dens, and hope to find es cape by com mit ting sui cide. 
None of these meth ods ef fects cure.  The poor bur dened
in di vid ual is far worse off af ter try ing them than he was
be fore. 

Our text tells us to cast thy bur den upon the Lord. 
This is the only rem edy for trou bled hearts.  It is sim ple
and free to all.  Peo ple of dif fer ent walks of life who have
tried it can vouch for its ef fec tive ness.  Mil lions upon
mil lions of peo ple are car ry ing bur dens they never should 
carry.  It was never the Lord’s plan that any soul should
carry even one bur den, for even the small est bur den is too 
much.  If you are car ry ing one bur den, it is one too many. 
The LORD has given us many in vi ta tions to come di rectly 
to Him with our bur dens.  One such in vi ta tion is in I Pe ter 
5:7: “Cast ing all your anx i ety upon him, be cause he
careth for you.”  There can be no doubt that the Lord is

in vit ing all bur dened peo ple to come di rectly to HIM
with their trou bles.

Our bur dens are to be “cast” upon Je ho vah, even as a 
stone that is cast into the depths of the sea.  If the stone
falls into the sea, it is gone for ever, as far as we are con -
cerned.  The Lord in vites men and women to treat their
bur dens in the same way.  He wants them, in sim ple con -
fes sion, to un load them on HIM, and HE in turn has
prom ised that HE “will cast all their sins into the depths
of the sea.” (Mi cah 7:19)  This is God’s way of deal ing
with the bur dens which cause us so much grief and un -
hap pi ness.

There is no better time to deal with bur dens than right 
now.   Now is the time to trans fer them to the LORD.  HE
has asked for them, so let us honor His re quest.  This is
one time we can give Him some thing He ac tu ally de sires.  
Pause as long as you must, but make the trans ac tion.  Re -
mem ber it is a one-way af fair –-from you to the Lord. 
Don’t let Sa tan tempt you to be lieve your bur dens are not
safe there.  IF you do, you will soon be do ing as so many
have done in the past –- you will pick them up again and
be no better off.  When you are thus tempted, re mem ber
what you have given to the LORD no lon ger be longs to
you.  Each time you are tempted to re trace your steps,
pray for grace to trust the LORD.  Then the temp ta tion can 
be turned into a bless ing.  You will be able to say with the
Psalm ist, “Blessed be the Lord, who daily beareth our
bur den, even the God who is our sal va tion.” (Psalm
68:19)

Article from MY HEARTS DESIRE

The Master’s Will
Some years ago in a South ern city, I saw a large

group of peo ple stand ing at a street cor ner.  Going closer,
I saw a Hound per form ing stunts so amaz ing as to be un -
be liev able!  

At first, I did n’t see any one giv ing com mands to the
dog.  Then, as I looked around, I saw a boy whose lips
barely moved stand ing nearby.  He was speak ing to the
dog in soft un der tones.  

When the per for mance was over, the dog went with
his Mas ter.  The boy ca ress ingly stroked the dog’s head as 
he said “Good dog gie!”

Tears suf fused my eyes as I saw the per for mance.  I
prayed si lently, “Heav enly Mas ter, make me as sub ser vi -
ent to Your will as that dog is to his mas ter’s will!  May I
so fully obey Thee that when I stand in Thy Pres ence, I
may hear Thy, ‘Well done, thou good and faith ful ser -
vant!’”

Since that day, I have never ceased to pray that
prayer. — Dr. Lee Roberson, Sword of the Lord
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Please JESUS!
“In stead, you ought to say, ‘IF the Lord wills, we shall live and also do this or that.”  

(James 4:15)

Def i nitely please read James 4:13-15 – first.  Please also read Psalm 39:5-7, 
Prov erbs 27:1, Acts 18:21,1 Co rin thi ans 4:19.

Just the other day, on the tele phone a per son asked to
speak to my wife and I asked what is the point of busi -
ness; and he (prob a bly a telemarketer)  an swered, “You
are not hu man!”  For many years I thought I was hu man
as I have been en trusted with the FIVE ba sic senses and
KNOW I am a soul that will spend for all eter nity in ei -
ther Heaven or Hell!  – and so will YOU!

Many years ago, af ter the wor ship ser vice, a pro fess ing
Chris tian lady; told me in no un cer tain terms, “I wish
you would quit say ing, ‘Lord Will ing!’”

Well I most cer tainly re al ize that I am not in fal li ble, and
wrong many times over many years and if you do not
be lieve me, ask my Spouse!  I do know, Just up-front,
per son ally I am not mu si cally gifted; but I can and do
dis cern Scrip tural mu sic; both in Hymns and Gos pel
Songs as long as they are scrip tur ally sound!  Mar tin
Lu ther said, (para phrase) “Sa tan hates noth ing more
than Word Cen tered songs; other than the BIBLE!”  For 
ex am ple: ‘We are climb ing Ja cob’s Lad der’; the mu sic
part is fine; but I don’t want to be climb ing a dream that
some one had, but my Chris tian ity should be an chored
in the CHIEF CORNERSTONE!   An other ex am ple is:
‘One Day at a Time, Sweet Je sus’. Since when did/do
we have the time to tell Je sus that HE is obliged to give
“ME” any thing?  Once again some what quot ing Mar tin 
Lu ther; stat ing ‘If I re ceived what I de serve, I would be
like a blade of grass.’  We know a ‘blade of grass’ wants
to sur vive as ev ery thing that has life needs some sun -
light to live.  As we walk in the light of His Word; we
will be more sen si tive to wards SIN in our lives.  “So
teach us to num ber our days, that we may gain a heart
of wis dom.” (Psalm 90:12)  I want you to no tice at least
TWO things in this sig nif i cant verse – the au di ence
addressed is plu ral and there is a very clear dif fer ence
be tween “teach” and “gain.”  One is a ‘will ing’ stu dent
and the other is an ex pres sion (Likely) of the ‘old-na -
ture.’ There is no mis un der stand ing that worldly folk
have a very def i nite in flu ence in churches/con gre ga -
tions.  Oc ca sion ally new mem bers have brought some
trash with them from lib eral con gre ga tions and are very

will ing to ‘fill-in’ va can cies.

Es pe cially in the end-times, folk will very openly state
that they are go ing to build, get mar ried, etc., but we
should be un der lin ing it by say ing ‘LORD WILLING.’ 
Actually, in our prayer lives we ba si cally state ‘Lord
will ing,’ be cause our prayers can be self-cen tered and
per sonal de sires, etc.. God knows best and that is what
HE wants to en trust you with!

Dis cern ment in needed in this sin ful world.  You see, if
‘lib er al ism’ can not sneak be hind the pul pit; it will be gin 
with mu sic, es pe cially in the church.  Prob a bly with a
‘team,’ praise-band’ or ‘group’ as a ‘wor ship team’.  We 
see this across the board with ba si cally NO ex cep tions,
or pos si bly very few! 

 It has been said, ‘In ter rup tions are di vine ap point -
ments!’  Well, Barb and I have sought to carry this state -
ment in our hearts for many years and of late it seems
‘in ter rup tions’ (very small & some larger) are more fre -
quent lately.  But it helps to be flex i ble and some
interruptions are good and maybe a few neg a tive.  As
we go through the ‘school of hard knocks,’ are we
learn ing to be FLEXIBLE???  The school col ors in the
‘School of Hard knocks’ are black and blue!

“And as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be also in
the days of the Son of Man: They ate, they drank, they
mar ried wives, they were given in mar riage, un til the
day that Noah en tered the ark, and the flood came and 
de stroyed them all.” (Luke 17:26-27, please read all of
verses 26-37)

That’s enough con struc tive crit i cism in re gards to mu -
sic. The very air we BREATH IS A GIFT OF GOD –
even ev ery sin gle heart-beat!  HE does n’t owe me any -
thing that is GOOD – it is all by HIS GRACE! – Ti tus
3:5

“Ev ery good gift and ev ery per fect gift is from above 
and co mes down from the Fa ther of lights, with
whom there is no vari a tion or shadow of turn ing.” 
(James 1:17)



6

From Our Fellowship Circle

E. G. Story ALBA. Can ada
Bless the Name of God for all the way you pres ent Truth 
and stand against evil!

2 Tim o thy 3:1-5 says we are liv ing in per il ous times,
Our only hope is in the Lord.  We need re vival for GOD
to man i fest HIMSELF to the world of His power and
His will.

Keep up the good work! 

K. & F. C. Sebring, FL
Really en joy the Morn ing Glory, so please keep the
good news com ing and chal leng ing us with the ‘Truth’. 

Lots of light and love of our God!  Thank you, JESUS!

H. M. Viroqua, WI
I ap pre ci ate read ing the Morn ing Glory so much as I
read it from cover to cover and then pass it on – ev ery
good spir i tual bless ing – Here is trust ing that you can
keep on send ing it out.  Our world needs all this in for -
ma tion.

J. R. Lake City, IA
I love the “Morn ing Glory” and read it from cover to
cover more than once and then with re grets I pass it on! 
Such good read ing, I think I need to keep it.  But my
dear friend loves it too!  So much to feed on and en -
closed please a check for the amount of $…  I wish I
could send more. 

Will re mem ber you again in the New Year.  Sin cerely
yours in Christ. 

R. R. Fergus Falls, MN
We have been re ceiv ing … Morn ing Glory since she
died.  Please change the name to … as we are her daugh -
ter and son-in-law.

F. S. B. Carpio, ND
Please send a sub scrip tion to … As I would like to be gin
this sub scrip tion … for my Cousin as my wife and I
share the same views/con vic tions on Chris tian ity!

Your at ten tion to this is greatly ap pre ci ated.  Please find

a check for $... to ini ti ate this.  Thanks Much.

“YE ARE CHRIST’S”

1 Co rin thi ans 3:23

“YE are Christ’s.”  You are His by do na tion, for the
Fa ther gave you to the Son; His by bloody pur chase, for
He counted not the price for your re demp tion; His by
ded i ca tion, for you have con se crated your self to Him;
His by re la tion, for you are named by His Name, and
made one of His breth ren and joint-heirs.  La bor prac ti -
cally to show the world that you are the ser vant, the
friend, the bride of JESUS. When tempted to sin, re ply,
“I can not do this great wick ed ness, for I am Christ’s.”
Im mor tal prin ci ples for bid the friend of Christ to sin. 
When wealth is be fore you to be won by sin, say that
you are Christ’s, and touch it not.  Are you ex posed to
dif fi cul ties and dan gers?  Stand fast in the evil day, re -
mem ber ing that you are Christ’s.   Are you placed where 
oth ers are sit ting down idly, do ing noth ing?  Rise to the
work with all your pow ers; and when the sweat stands
upon your brow, and you are tempted to loi ter, cry, “No,
I can not stop, for I am Christ’s.  If I were not pur chased
by blood, I might be like Issachar, crouch ing be tween
two bur dens; but I am Christ’s, and can not loi ter.” 
When the si ren song of plea sure tempts you from the
path of right, re ply, “Thy mu sic can not charm me; I am
Christ’s.”  When the cause of God in vites thee, give thy -
self to it; when the poor re quires thee, give thy goods
and thy self away, for thou art Christ’s.  Never be lie thy
pro fes sion.  Be thou ever one of those whose man ners
are Chris tian, whose speech is like the Nazarene, whose
con duct and con ver sa tion are so red o lent Sav ior’s, rec -
og niz ing in you HIS fea tures of love and HIS coun te -
nance of ho li ness.  “I am a Ro man!” was of old rea son
for in teg rity, far more, then, let it be your ar gu ment for
ho li ness:

“I am Christ’s!”

Morning & Evening by Charles Spurgeon, © 1991
Hendrickson Pub. Inc.



Believable…Yet Unbelievable

FDA drops rule over mail access to
abortion pills 

De ci sion likely to spur new flurry of state laws. 

By PAM BELLUCK 
New York Times 

The fed eral gov ern ment Thurs day [De cem ber 16,
2021] per ma nently lifted a ma jor re stric tion on ac cess to
abor tion pills. It will al low pa tients to re ceive the
medication by mail in stead of requiring them to ob tain
the pills in per son from spe cially cer ti fied health pro vid -
ers.

The de ci sion by the Food and Drug Ad min is tra tion
(FDA) co mes as the Su preme Court is con sidering
whether to roll back abor tion rights or even over turn its
land mark 1973 de ci sion in Roe v. Wade that made abor -
tion le gal na tion wide. 

The FDA’s ac tion means that med i ca tion abor tion, an 
in creas ingly com mon method au tho rized in the United
States for preg nan cies up to 10 weeks’ ges ta tion, will be -
come more avail able to women who find it dif fi cult to
travel to an abortion pro vider or pre fer to terminate a
preg nancy in the privacy of their homes. 

It al lows pa tients to have a telemedicine ap point ment 
with a pro vider who can prescribe abor tion pills and send 
them to the pa tient by mail. 

Ear lier this year, for the du ra tion of the pan demic, the 
FDA tem po rarily lifted the in-per son re quire ment on
mifeipristone, the first of two drugs used to end a preg -
nancy. 

The de ci sion to make this change per ma nent is likely 
to deepen the al ready po lar iz ing di vi sions be tween
conservative and lib eral states on abortion. In 19 states,
mostly in the South and the Mid west, telemed i cine vis its
for med i ca tion abor tion are banned, and these and other
con ser va tive states can be ex pected to pass other laws to
fur ther cur tail ac cess to abor tion pills. 

Yet other states, like California and New York, which 
have taken steps in re cent years to fur ther so lid ify
abortion rights, are ex pected to in crease the avail abil ity
of the method and pro vide opportunities for women in
states with re stric tions to ob tain abor tion pills by trav el -
ing to a state that al lows them. 

So far this year, pre sum ably in an tic i pa tion of such a
de ci sion, six states banned the mail ing of pills, seven
states passed laws re quir ing pills to be ob tained in per son 

from a pro vider, and four states passed laws to set the
limit on med i ca tion abor tion at ear lier than 10 weeks’
ges ta tion, said Eliz a beth Nash, in terim associate di rec tor
of state is sues for the Guttmacher In sti tute, a re search or -
ga ni za tion that sup ports abor tion rights. 

The cur rent prac tice is that women who live in states
that don’t al low telemedicine for abor tion must travel to a 
state that does – al though they don’t have to visit a clinic.
They may be in any lo ca tion within that state for their
telehealth visit, even a car, and may re ceive the pills at
any ad dress in the state. 

But le gal ex perts said they ex pected sup port ers of
abortion rights to try to find ways to make the pills avail -
able with out re quir ing a pa tient to travel, in clud ing pos si -
bly filing le gal chal lenges to state laws ban ning
telemedicine for abor tion.

In data re leased last month by the Cen ters for Dis -
ease Con trol and Pre ven tion, 42 % of all abor tions - and
54 % of abor tions be fore 10 weeks – oc curred with med i -
ca tion in 2019, the most re cent year for which CDC data
is available. (The re port rep re sents most of the coun try,
but does not in clude data from California, Mary land and
New Hamp shire.) 

In some states – in clud ing In di ana, Kan sas and Min -
ne sota – the method ac counted for a ma jor ity of abor -
tions in 2020, ac cord ing to state health de part ment
re ports. 

The CDC also re ported that 79% of all abor tions oc -
curred be fore 10 weeks’ ges ta tion, sug gest ing that there
are many more women who might choose abor tion pills
over an in-clinic procedure if they could.

Taken from the Star Tribune
December 17, 2021

Ed i tor’s Note:  Please pray with me that Roe vs. Wade
be over turned and send ing abor tion pills through the mail 
be banned com pletely in our na tion.
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My won der ful sal va tion car ries only 

the fin ger prints of Je sus Christ.  My 

guilt rid den fin ger prints were found 

in the lust of my flesh, lust of my

eyes and on the pride of my life.

Toby Knutson
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Increase and Decrease
“He must in crease, but I must de crease.” (John

3:30)
JESUS says of John the Bap tist that he was the

great est of all the proph ets. And the lit tle that we are told 
about him re veals him as a mon u men tal fig ure in deed. 

He was great as an as cetic, sub sist ing in the lone li -
ness of the desert on lo custs and wild honey. 

He was great as a re viv al ist. Re mark able in deed, for
he did not go forth to the peo ple; they streamed out to
him, away there on the edge of the desert. Even the cap i -
tal city came out to hear him. 

He was great as a wit ness to the truth, with fi del ity
proclaim ing it to both the Phar i sees and the pub li cans,
even to the rul ers, one of whom he re buked for im mo ral -
ity. 

He was great when they came from the cap i tal city
to ac claim him as the Mes siah. I am so in sig nif i cant in
comparison with the Mes siah, he said, that I am not wor -
thy to ren der Him the ser vice which the most me nial of
all servants per forms, that of un loos ing the latchet of
His shoes.

But he was great est of all when he spoke the words
con tained in our text.  His dis ci ples had come and told
him that Je sus, whom he had re cently bap tized, had now 
be gun to preach and bap tize far ther down the river.  And 
now all men were go ing to Him, they said.

Then John an swered: “He must in crease, but I must
de crease.” He is the Mes siah, and the peo ple should fol -
low Him.  I am only the voice which pre ceded Him and
called upon the peo ple to gather about Him. 

John was in deed per mit ted to see the ful fill ment of
his pro phet i cal words.  He was in truth to de crease.  First 
he was torn away from his God-given task and thrust
into a lonely prison-cell. Then he was hurled into the
dark ness of doubt and un cer tainty. 

But John was great also in his doubts.  He took them
to Jesus and was saved from them. Then he died for the
sake of his faith and his God.  Af ter hon or ing God by his 
as cetic life and his brief but mighty la bors, he was per -
mit ted to honor God by a mar tyr’s death. 

Taken from God’s Word for Today by O. Hallesby,
© 1937 by Augsburg Publishing House, used by

permission.

The Trial of a Right Choice

“But as for me and my house, we will serve the
LORD.”  (Joshua 24:15)

A young man, James Tay lor, had lived a worldly life 

and was a leader in op pos ing a re vival that swept his
neigh bor hood.

The morn ing of his wed ding day he awoke with the
words of Joshua 24:15 on his mind.  In ear lier years he
had mem o rized that verse.

Un like our mod ern cus toms, he put in a full day’s
work be fore his wed ding that eve ning.  As he went
about his la bors, the Holy Spirit con victed his heart, and
he ac cepted Je sus as his Sav ior.  Then he said, “Yes, we
will serve the Lord!”  

At first his bride was dis mayed by this de ci sion, but
soon be came a be liever and a Chris tian home was es tab -
lished.  

You say, “What’s so un usual about that story?”  
Well, that young man was the great-grand fa ther of

J. Hud son Tay lor, who spent years in China as a mis -
sion ary.  Nor has the in flu ence of that first de ci sion been 
with out pres ent-day con se quences.

Though sav ing faith can not be trans mit ted from
par ents to chil dren, God does use the holy in flu ence of
fa thers and moth ers upon their off spring and upon suc -
ces sive gen er a tions.  

What IF James Tay lor had n’t come to Christ?  What
IF his de ci sion had been dif fer ent?  It is pos si ble that a
com pany of ded i cated mis sion ar ies would not be serv -
ing in Asia as a di rect re sult of that man’s con ver sion.

The trial of a right choice in your home may lead
to great bless ings many years down the road! – P.R.V.

Sword of the Lord

Many Christians estimate

difficulties in the light of their own

resources and thus attempt little

and often fail in the little they

attempt. All God’s giants have

been weak men who did great

things for God because they

reckoned on His power and

presence with them.

J. Hud son Tay lor 
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What Grace Is This?
(Read Zech a riah 4:1-14)

Is rael has been in cap tiv ity for a num ber of years in a for -
eign land. They sinned and were taken cap tive to Bab y lon. 
Zerubbabel is head of the tribe of Ju dah as they re turn from
cap tiv ity to their own land (Is rael) to re build the tem ple of the 
Lord. Wor ship to the true and Liv ing God is to come be fore
all else! (Ed. John 4:23-24).  It was so for the re turn ing cap -
tives.  It is true for Bi ble-be liev ing Chris tians.  The Lord and
things per tain ing to the LORD are to have first place in the
be liever’s heart and life.  IF this dis ci plined obe di ence to the
Lord is ne glected in Chris tian liv ing, the life can no lon ger be
called Chris tian in the true sense of the Word.  When the He -
brew peo ple (chil dren of Is rael) for sook the true and liv ing
God, Je ho vah, for the false gods of their hea then neigh bors,
they ceased, in deed, to be God peo ple and rightly came un der 
the judg ment of God.

Now they are re turned from the judg ment in Bab y lon to 
their own na tion.  Un der Zerubbabel’s lead ing, the first or -
der of work was to re build the Tem ple to honor and wor ship
Je ho vah the Lord.  Can you feel their hun ger for true wor -
ship af ter be ing in cap tiv ity for so many long, dry years? 
Have you al lowed a cap tiv ity to come be tween your self and 
the Lord Je sus?  Has your prayer and Bi ble read ing slacked
off or ended en tirely?  Re turn, O cap tive one, to Je sus! 
Zerubbabel sees a lampstand and two ol ive trees.  I sug gest
it is a vi sion of the tri une God de scribed in earthly terms. 
The lampstand tells of the seven at trib utes of Je ho vah God. 
The ones anointed, stand ing on ei ther side, speak of the Son
of Je sus Christ and the Holy Spirit.  They are sub or di nate to
Je ho vah but share equally in God’s au thor ity.  All the op po -
si tion Zerubbabel was ex pe ri enc ing to re build ing God’s
Tem ple is called a moun tain.  God as sures him the op po si -
tion will be come a plain (level, straight path), no hin drance
at all.  The Tem ple will be com pleted.  The head stone will
be placed by the (Holy) Spirit of God through Zerubbabel. 
The work will be com pleted.  What grace ful ness the tem ple
will have.  “GRACE, GRACE unto it.”

In that tem ple, God would give grace un til the Giver of
all Grace, JESUS CHRIST, would come into the world. 
“HE (God) shall bring forth the head stone (Christ) out of it
with shout ings, cry ing, Grace, grace unto it.”  There no
doubt were shout ings and cel e bra tions there in Je ru sa lem
when this tem ple was com pleted and the head stone laid in
place.  Heaven re joices, also, when the wan der ing be liever
re pents and re turns to Je sus Christ to walk in GRACE!

Je sus Christ is the head stone of the King dom that will
rule in Eter nity.  In Dan iel 2:44, He is shown as the moun -
tain (stone) that fills the whole Earth.  HE is called the re -
jected stone in Mat thew 21:42, and the head stone of the
cor ner in Luke 20:17.  In Ephe sians 2:20, He is called the

Chief Cor nerstone.  Pe ter writes of Him “I lay in Zion (Je -
ru sa lem) a chief cor ner stone, elect, pre cious, and he that
be liev eth in Him shall not be con founded” (I Pe ter 2:6-7). 
The stone dis al lowed by some but, none the less, the head of
the cor ner.  

At His birth (In car na tion), the an gels in ef fect were
shout ing “Grace, Grace unto it”!  Yes, grace, grace unto the
world of lost sin ners be cause the Sav ior is born.  What
grace ful ness is this.  Reader, have you strayed from this
grace?  Come back to JESUS!  Re build your wor ship of the
Lord.  This un de served fa vor we own as sons and daugh ters
of the Tri une God.  God the Fa ther, Son, Holy Spirit.  What
grace is this?

Grace co mes from God alone
Or it is not Grace at all.

A Devotional by James A. Peterson, 
HOW GREAT THIS GRACE

Why God’s Word Can Be Trusted

And How to En gage the Skep tics in Your Life

…These days we’re see ing church lead ers and Bi ble
teach ers draw ing a hard line be tween the Old and New Tes -
ta ment, and then you have an out side cul ture that is con -
stantly cas ting doubt upon God’s Word.  How do we
nav i gate this at tack com ing from both in side and out side the 
church?

… Some of the big ger cri ses in the church have been in -
ter nal –- her e tics, false think ers, peo ple who claim to be
Chris tians but un der mine the faith.  One way this is be ing
done to day is what you hinted at – cut ting down the Old
Tes ta ment.   That may sound all good and well ex cept for
one lit tle fact, which is that JESUS loved the Old Tes ta -
ment.  HE be lieved it was true. HE be lieved it was in spired,
and be yond that –- here’s the big ger prob lem peo ple don’t
think about –- if Je sus is Yahweh, then He wrote the Old
Tes ta ment.  It’s ac tu ally His words.  You can’t say, “Well, I
want Je sus and not the Old Tes ta ment,” be cause that’s not
an op tion …  In fact, in or der for you just to be saved, the
Old Tes ta ment has to be true …

IF WE can help (peo ple) step back and see the big pic -
ture of SCRIPTURE, they’ll re al ize the Bi ble re ally does
co here to gether like no other book.  How does a book get
formed over thou sands of years with 40 dif fer ent writ ers
and still have that kind of unity?  The only com pel ling an -
swer is that it’s writ ten by an ul ti mate AUTHOR – namely,
God Him self … (and) once you re al ize that the whole Bi ble 
is about JESUS, sud denly that opens up all kinds of doors.

Excerpt taken from Why God’s Word Can Be Trusted,
found in My Journal by Michael Yousef



10

Are You Dependable?
“The chil dren of Ephraim be ing armed, turned back

in the day of bat tle.”  “… For got about the won der ful
mir a cles that God had done for them” (Psalm 78:9 & v.
11 Liv ing Bi ble).

Ephraim was the sec ond son of Jo seph.  His name in
the Bi ble is used for the whole ten tribes of the North ern
King dom.  What caused these fight ing men to with draw
from con flict?  Had they stopped trust ing GOD?  To beat a
re treat for a sol dier, while not a sur ren der, is most dis hon -
or able.  Per haps draw ing back and dis en gag ing was done
for stra te gic rea sons.

From what we are told, cow ard ice caused their ap pre -
hen sion.  Lack ing con fi dence can pro duce qualms and
cold feet.  Tim id ity and faint heartedness do not be long in
bat tle.  Fur ther more, liv ing with dread and fear re flected
negativity on their God Je ho vah.  

As fol low ers of Je sus, the Word says in I Tim o thy
6:12, “Fight the good fight of faith…”  We have been
drafted into the Lord’s so called sal va tion army (Ed. That
is ALL true be liev ers), all of us!  In II Tim o thy 2:14 Paul
also wrote about those who are en gaged in war fare.  
1Timothy 1:18 de scribed it as a “good war fare.”  Paul
con cludes his thoughts by de clar ing in II Tim o thy 4:7, “I
have fought the good fight…..”  In Ephe sians 6:17 our
choice weapon along with prayer is, “… The Sword of the 
Spirit …” GOD’S HOLY WORD, THE BIBLE!  Our
cause for en gage ment is a righ teous one, thus very worth -
while.

CARE must be given as we con tend with Spir i tual
dark ness!  As com bat ants, Ephraim’s troops back tracked,
fail ing to show up.  When serv ing JESUS, may we not find 
our selves fear ful, in tim i dated, or ready to quit.  Queen Es -
ther took a stand de clar ing, “…If I per ish, I per ish.”  Cour -
age is a be liever’s trade mark.  When rep re sent ing Je sus, a
per son has the Holy Spirit’s as sis tance.  The Apos tle Paul
“kept the faith,” but not to him self.  He spread it!  Some of
Je sus’ dis ci ples shrink from duty to day by aban don ing op -
por tu ni ties God gives them.  They de cline say ing they are
too young or too old, as sign it to some one else, or com mit -
tee, or post pone it, or it won’t be easy, be ing too de mand -
ing.  Paul him self had no re grets.

It is well to con sider what we are up against.  It is gen -
er ally agreed that the world is liv ing in the last days of the
church age.  This is based on an ev i dent de cline in spir i tu -
al ity, as well as in con di tions found in the fol low ing pas -
sages.  1 John 5:19 tells us, “…The whole world lies
un der the sway of the wicked one!” In Mat thew 24:12
these words of Je sus could well point to pres ent-day con -
di tions!  “Be cause law less ness will abound, the love of
many will grow cold.”  In Galatians 1:4 Paul spoke of Je -

sus, “Who gave Him self for our sins, that He might de liver 
us from this pres ent evil age…”  In I Pe ter 4:7 the Apos tle
writes, “The end of all things is at hand…”  And in II Pe ter 
3:3 we’re told, “know ing this first, that scoff ers will come
in the last days…”  Paul notes an other end time sign in
I Tim o thy 4:1, “In lat ter times some will de part from the
faith…”  And Jude 18 re veals, “…There will be mock ers
in the last time….”  Paul de fines our days I be lieve in
Philippians 2:5, “A crooked and per verse gen er a tion…”  I
be lieve these BIBLICAL pas sages re veal what GOD’S
peo ple are deal ing with.

In ad di tion to these pre vail ing con di tions, we should
also be aware of the ring leader and trou ble maker God’s
peo ple con tend with, Sa tan. He has a lengthy rap sheet. 
This wily ser pent is wicked, be ing the fa ther of lies.  He
de ceives, tempts, slan ders, en snares, is sub tle, crafty, and
as an an gel of light, per verts God’s Word.  In 1 Tim o thy
3;7 Paul cau tions us not to, “… Fall into re proach and the
snare of the devil.”  He adds in II Tim o thy 2:24 “A ser vant
of the Lord must not quar rel but be gen tle to all….”  While 
not look ing for a fight, but be ing on the of fen sive for
JESUS, we may have to mix it up with our ad ver sary at
times.  Philippians 4:5, “Let your gen tle ness be known to
all men….”  In Colossians 2:5 Paul adds, “… Put on mer -
cies, kind ness, hu mil ity, meek ness, long suf fer ing.”  This is
GOD’s kind of war rior!  While the devil is no
PUSHOVER, WE COMBINE OUR EFFORTS WITH
THE HOLY SPIRIT!  

We are not to grow weary in well do ing.  Un like
Ephraim’s fright ened troops, He brews 12:28 urges us to
“Serve God with godly fear.”  Be re li able and de pend able
when called upon to clash with the other side! 

By Pastor Bill King,
Princeton, MN

Are You Dis cour aged?

“And (Eli jah) said … ‘and I, even I only, am left’
…And the LORD said unto him… ‘Yet I have left me
seven thou sand in Is rael, all the knees which have not
bowed unto Baal.’” (I Kings 19:10, 15, 18)

Eli jah had spent his life serv ing God and was dev as -
tated by the seem ing lack of fruit.  De pres sion struck!  The
Lord re minded him that un known to him, there were 7,000
in Is rael who had re fused to bow the knee to Baal.  Were
they the re sult of see ing Eli jah’s cou ra geous stand for
God?  IF you are dis cour aged, press on. Re mem ber that
there is much we do not know of how GOD has been
work ing through us. May we be, “al ways abound ing in
the work of the Lord, for as much as ye know that your la -
bor is not in vain in the Lord.” (I Corinthians15:58)—
Da vid Croud ace



Disabled
“But when the chil dren of Is rael cried unto the

LORD, the LORD raised them up a de liv erer, Ehud
the son of Gera, a Benjamite, a man left-handed.” 

(Judges 3:15)

James Strong, in his ex cel lent con cor dance, in di cates 
that one way of trans lat ing “left-handed” in this text is
“im peded”.  Prob a bly Ehud was dis abled in that he had a
weak right hand.  Do you have some phys i cal or other de -
fi ciency and feel that it lim its you in the Lord’s ser vice? 
Re mem ber that the Lord can use what ap pears to be a
weak ness as an amaz ing tool to do His work!  For ex am -
ple, Fanny Crosby’s blind ness re sulted in her mem o riz -
ing much of the BIBLE and writ ing many out stand ing
(to day) old-fash ioned Gos pel songs and hymns that are
very clearly Scrip turally based. It’s not so that Je sus is
look ing for your abil ity, but your avail abil ity!

Selected

Thou knowest Lord how very weak I am, and how I
fear to stray; 

For strength to serve I look to Thee alone, the
strength Thou must sup ply!

           James McGranahan

Thrice Holy

God the Fa ther is HOLY, God the SON is HOLY, God 
the Holy Spirit is HOLY! – Trin ity 

“God has spo ken in his ho li ness”  “But thou (you) art 
holy, En throned on the praises of Is rael”. 

(Psalm 60:6a & 22:3)

The Ta ber na cle – Tem ple – and church Build ing

Were never in tended to be a place en ter tain ment,
play-ground; but was and still is (should be) a place of
holy wor ship as GOD IS HOLY!  HIS Per son al ity has
never changed and will NEVER CHANGE!  GOD IS
HOLY and if there is any ‘ques tion or doubt’ look it up
in your con cor dance in the light of HOLY SCRIPTURE! 
GOD is not to be made ‘light-of’ nor to use HIS Name in
vain; swear ing or slang for HE is Holy!  He re veals holy
wis dom, acts in holy power and speaks with holy words. 
Yet at Cal vary He spoke in holy sa lience.  As our sins
were placed on Him, in our be half, as God’s Son; IT IS
FINISHED!  He also dem on strates His ho li ness by judg -
ing SIN and re main ing si lent to the Lord’s an guished cry.  
At the same time, He dis played holy mercy, grace, and
Di vine Love to wards you and me!  YES, to day we may

com mune with Him through His Holy Word and the priv -
i lege of prayer, as we can wor ship Him in the beauty of
HOLINESS! At our con gre ga tional as sem blies; should
we be gin by sing ing, HOLY, HOLY, HOLY???    —  RES

“Only Thou are holy, there is none be side Thee,
Per fect in power. In love and pu rity.”
                R. Heber

Things Are Dif fer ent Now

By Dan Reed

“There fore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new crea -
ture: old things are passed away; be hold, all things

are be come new.”  (II Co rin thi ans 5:17)

Af ter I trusted Christ as my Sav ior, a num ber of
things changed for me.  

My mu sic changed.  No body told me, but I just did n’t 
care any more for things like “Back in the USSR, boy. 
You don’t know how lucky you are.  Boy.  Back in the
US, back in the USSR.”  “Jer e miah was a bull frog. Was a
good friend of mine” sim ply lost all its mean ing!

Now I liked “The Lord’s our Rock; in Him we hide –
a Shel ter in the time of storm.”

My cloth ing changed.  I did n’t like the bellbottom
breeches any more.  I got me some good church breeches!  
My hair be gan to get shorter.  I quit de sir ing to look like
George Har ri son and Ringo Starr and wanted to look like
what the BIBLE says a man ought to look like.  

I picked some new heroes.  My heroes had been re -
bels; that’s why I acted like a re bel.  

My read ing ma te rial changed; my view ing ma te rial
changed.  Hey, I’m not a Chris tian be cause I changed
what I read.  I changed what I read be cause I be came a
Chris tian.  My heart changed; my de sires changed.

YOU don’t be come a Chris tian be cause of what you
put around you!  You put the right things around you be -
cause you have be come a Chris tian and that’s what you
want.

In the fi nal end, you are go ing to do what you want to 
do.  Some body said, “You Chris tians must be mis er a ble
–-all the things you can’t do.”  If I am mis er a ble, don’t
wake me up be cause this is a good dream.  

Now there is a stron ger pull in me that be gan to pull
me away from the old way of liv ing into a new way of liv -
ing.

The mo ment I was saved I re ceived new honor, a
new home, a new house hold and a New Heart.  YES,
IT IS TRUE, THINGS ARE DIFFERENT NOW! 

Sword of the Lord
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The Lord’s Goodness
“O that men would praise the Lord for His good -
ness, and for His won der ful works to the chil dren

of men”  (Psalm 107:8)

IF we com plained less, and praised more, we
should be hap pier, and GOD would be glo ri fied. Let us
daily praise God for com mon mer cies –- com mon as we 
fre quently call them, and yet so price less, that when de -
prived of them we are ready to per ish.  Let us bless for
the eyes with which we be hold the sun, for the health
and strength to walk abroad, for the bread we eat, for the
rai ment we wear.  Let us praise Him that we are not cast
out among the hope less, or con fined amongst the guilty; 
let us thank Him for lib erty, for friends, for fam ily as so -
ci a tions and com forts; let us praise Him, in fact, for ev -
ery thing which we re ceive from His boun te ous hand, for 
we de serve lit tle, and yet are most plen te ously en dowed.  
BUT, be loved the sweet est and the loud est note in our
songs of praise should be of re deem ing love.  God’s re -
deem ing acts to wards His cho sen are forever the fa vor -
ite themes of their praise.  If we know what re demp tion
means, let us not with hold our son nets of thanksgiving. 
We have been re deemed from the power of cor rup tions,
up lifted from the depth of sin in which we were nat u -
rally plunged.  

We have been led to the Cross of Christ –- our
shack les of guilt have been bro ken off; we are no lon ger
slaves, but chil dren of the Liv ing God, and an te date the
pe riod when we shall be pre sented be fore the Throne
with out spot or wrin kle or any such thing.  EVEN now
by faith we wave the palm-branch and wrap our selves
about with the fair linen which is to be our ev er last ing
ar ray, and shall we not un ceas ingly give thanks to the
Lord our Re deemer? Child of God, canst thou be si lent?
Awake, awake, ye heritors of glory, and lead your cap -
tiv ity cap tive, as ye cry with Da vid, “Bless the Lord, O
my soul: and all that is within me, bless His holy
name.”   Let the new month be gin with new songs.

Morning & Evening, by Charles Spurgeon.  © 1991
Hendrickson publishers, Inc.

\   \   \   \   \   \   \   \

The Offense of the Cross
“And I, breth ren, if I yet preach cir cum ci sion, why 

do I yet suf fer per se cu tion?  Then is the of fense of the
cross ceased.”  (Galatians 5:11)

The Cross is pro foundly of fen sive to the nat u ral
man, for it brands him as a hell-de serv ing sin ner.  It

makes his only hope of sal va tion a hum bling ac knowl -
edge ment of Christ, the re jected Cre ator, as his per sonal
Sav ior, who died for his sins.

It is es pe cially sad when Chris tians seek to es cape
this of fense of the Cross by ac com mo dat ing their
preach ing of the ‘cross’ to the opin ions of those who re -
ject it.  In the case of the Galatians, le gal is tic Chris tians
were in sist ing that Chris tian con verts from pa gan ism be
cir cum cised, in or der to avoid of fend ing the Jews. 
When Paul, in stead, preached sal va tion by grace alone,
he was per se cuted for it.

This par tic u lar com pro mise has long been for got -
ten, but a mul ti tude of oth ers have arisen dur ing the en -
su ing cen tu ries to take its place.  When ever some new
phi los o phy or prac tice be comes pop u lar in the world, a
Chris tian party will soon be found ad vo cat ing its adop -
tion in the church, os ten si bly to pro mote eas ier ac cep -
tance of the Gos pel, but in re al ity, seek ing to mit i gate
the of fense of the cross.

When ever the pa gan world fol lows af ter a new
dress trend or a new mu sic form, new phi los o phy or a
new life style, many Chris tians are sure to fol low.  Wit -
ness the wide spread com pro mise with pan the is tic evo -
lu tion and its so-called geo logic “ages” by Chris tian
accommo dationists, for ex am ple.  Or, con sider the cur -
rent ac cep tance of East ern or Freud ian think ing by ‘bib -
li cal coun sel ors’ or the com mon sanc tion of di vorce for
triv ial rea sons.

In stead of flee ing from the of fense of the Cross, we
need to say with Paul, “God for bid that I should glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Je sus Christ, by whom
the world is cru ci fied unto me, and I unto the world.”
(Galatians 6:14)

\   \   \   \   \   \   \   \

Only One
There are many bridges over the Mis sis sippi River,

but one Bridge spans the chasm be tween a sin ful man
and a Holy God and that is Je sus. 

There are many roads from New York to Los An -
geles, but there is only one Road to Heaven and Je sus is
that Road.

There are many ships that ply the wa ters from New
York to Lon don, but there is only one Ship that will take
you to Heaven and that is JESUS.

            W. Herschel Ford



From the Beginning of the Creation
“But from the be gin ning of the cre ation God made

them male and fe male.”  (Mark 10:6)

These words of the Lord Je sus Christ ought to set tle
once and for all, for those who take His Words se ri ously,
the con tro ver sial ques tion of the age of the earth.  The
earth was cre ated es sen tially at the same time, HE said, as 
the cre ation of Adam and Eve.  Christ was quot ing from
Gen e sis 1:27: “…male and fe male cre ated He them.”
This great est of God’s cre ative works was “from the be -
gin ning of the cre ation,” not 18 bil lion years af ter the
be gin ning of the cre ation, as mod ern old-earth ad vo cates
al lege. 

One can un der stand why athe ists be lieve in evo lu -
tion and an al most in fi nitely old uni verse, for they really
have no other al ter na tive. One who be lieves in a per sonal
God, on the other hand, only dis hon ors God if he be lieves 
such hu man is tic spec u la tions rather than GOD’S
WORD.  God is om ni scient and om nip o tent, as well as
lov ing and mer ci ful, and HE would never do any thing
like this.  The great ages as sumed by evo lu tion ary ge ol o -
gists sup pos edly in volved bil lions of years of suf fer ing
and dy ing by bil lions of an i mals be fore man ever
evolved.  Surely this would have been the most in ef fi -
cient, waste ful, and cruel method that ever could have
been de vised for cre at ing ‘hu man be ings’.  Since man’s
cre ation was GOD’S main pur pose, there is no con ceiv -
able rea son why HE would waste bil lions of years in such 
a mean ing less cha rade as this be fore get ting to the point. 
In fact, the only rea son HE took six days was to serve as
pat tern for man’s work week (Ex o dus 20:8-11). 

In fact, the Lord Je sus Christ was not only a
Creationist, but was, Him self, the CREATOR of all
things (John 13; Colossians 1:16; etc.).  There fore, HE is
the best pos si ble wit ness as to when  HE cre ated man and
woman, and HE said it was “from the be gin ning of the
cre ation!” 

The Heavens Declare the Glory of God, Dr. Henry
Morris, © Copyright 1997

\   \   \   \   \   \   \   \

Grieving the Spirit
“And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby

ye are sealed unto the day of re demp tion.”
“(We) our selves … groan within our selves, wait -

ing for the adop tion, to wit, the re demp tion of our
body.  (Ephe sians 4:30 & Romans 8:3)

To pur chase and then set free are the two ideas that

de fine re demp tion.  God’s be loved Son be came flesh and
en tered Sa tan’s do main to de liver us from judg ment and
eter nal death.  He took the de served pun ish ment and has
set us free from the law of sin and death.  HE paid the
price with His pre cious blood.  “a lamb with out blem ish
and with out spot” (I Pe ter 1:19).  We now, in dwelt by
His (Holy) Spirit, await the com ple tion of that pur chase,
the re demp tion of our bod ies and our trans for ma tion into
His like ness. —  Drew Craig 

Ed i tor’s Note: When I read this por tion of God’s
Holy Word, I think of na ture, not our bod ies!

\   \   \   \   \   \   \   \

Save the World
The world needs sav ing more than it needs any thing

else to day!  Those who think they have found a rem edy
for in di vid ual, so cial, na tional and world ills in new laws
or new forms of gov ern ment err by the whole ex tent of
hu man na ture.  So cial con di tions will never be right un til
the peo ple are right. 

Pres i dent Taft put it this way; “There will never be an 
hon est horse race un til there is an hon est hu man race.”

Moody ex pressed it in the homey phrase, “If you
want clear wa ter, it is not enough to paint the pump; you
must clean out the well.”

The great est ter ror in the world to day is spir i tual ter -
ror.  The su preme need of the world to day is re vival.  This 
need is ev i dent in the con di tion of our pres ent world. 

The world is filled with ha tred, vi o lence and blood -
shed.  Pil lage and plun der oc cur ev ery where in the land. 
The na tions are look ing at each other over gun bar rels. 
Civ i li za tion is threat ened.  A be wil dered world, with fear
in its heart and dark ness in its mind, cries out, “is there
no hope?”  To this cry of de spair, we must say there is
HOPE!  The GOSPEL speaks its timely mes sage to
man’s eter nal hun ger.  Christ, and Christ alone, is the
an swer.  —   G. B. Law rence.
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Our peo ple do not so much need
to have their heads stirred as to

have their hearts touched!

Jon a than Ed wards
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The Fear of God
“Work out your own sal va tion with fear and trem -
bling; for it is God who worketh in you both to will

and to work, for His good plea sure.”  
(Philippians 2:12-13)

THIS is a pro found and deep say ing.  And far be it
from me to think that I am ca pa ble of sound ing its depths
or ex pound ing its riches.  But that part of this pas sage
which I am able to grasp makes it ex ceed ingly pre cious to 
me.

The clear est part of this pro found say ing is the con -
clu sion: “It is God who worketh in you both (Ed.  No tice
‘both’) to will and to work.”  

Lis ten to this, in par tic u lar you who have be gun to
con vert your selves, but have not suc ceeded.  You have
learned that con ver sion is a change of heart, which is just
what you have not been able to ac com plish.

Your heart is as full of self ish, vain, be grudg ing, bit -
ter, and un clean thoughts as ever.  Your de sire is to ward
sin, even though you strug gle against it.  Your de sire is
not to ward GOD.  You must com pel your self to pray and
read the Bi ble.  And when you oc ca sion ally do what you
think is the will of God, you do so very un will ingly.

Lis ten to the se cret which the Apos tle has to con fide
to you: “It is God who worketh in you both to will and
to work, for his good plea sure.”

This is a great se cret and of de ci sive im por tance in
con nec tion with the sal va tion and the peace of your soul.

God does not ex pect you to have the power to change 
your heart by the power of your will, thus en able you to
hate SIN and LOVE GOD.

HE does not ex pect you to be able to press out of
your own heart a de sire to pray or read the Word of God,
nor does He ex pect you to be able with a will ing mind to
serve Him and sac ri fice and suf fer for Him.

Of you HE ex pects only this one thing, that you tell
Him the truth, tell Him the sit u a tion as it is with ref er ence
to the at ti tude of your heart and the life you are liv ing!

More over, you can not even do this of your self.
It is GOD who must work also this.  HE it is who tells 

you this TRUTH.  Of your self you can not even see the
truth about your self.  It is He who by His (Holy) Spirit
must con vince you in such a way that you not only know
the truth, but also are in wardly, per son ally con vinced that 
you are as sin ful as the (Holy) Spirit says you are.  

That you DESIRE to be con verted –- that, too, God
has worked within you.  

The Scrip tures says that God gives. (“Him God has
ex alted to His right hand to be Prince and Sav ior, to give
re pen tance to Is rael and for give ness of sins.” Acts 5:31) 
He gives re pen tance by work ing in your will un til you

freely and with out com pul sion de sire to be come pen i tent.
That God suc ceeded in mak ing you pen i tent was no

easy task ei ther, as far as that is con cerned.
When HE be gan to work in your will, you would not

yield.  You re sisted Him – per haps for a long time.  You
tried in many ways to rid your self of the in flu ence which
the will of God had be gun to ex ert upon YOU!

But GOD did not give up.  He con tin ued to work in
your will un til its op po si tion ceased.  The vic tory was
won the mo ment you your self vol un tarily be gan to will to 
be con verted.

From that mo ment it was eas ier for GOD to work in
you.  From then on, you were with Him; be fore you were
against Him.

Excerpt, taken from chapter The Fear of God, Under
His Wings by O. Hallesby

Ed i tor’s Note: Oh, what ‘prevenient GRACE’!  Mar -
vel ous the Holy Spirit be hind you to pre pare you not only 
for an awak en ing, but the em pow er ment to re ceive/ac -
cept JESUS as your per sonal SAVIOR!  Thank GOD for
‘prevenient Grace’!

\   \   \   \   \   \   \   \

Preach the Word
Ev ery true pas tor (un der-shep herd) is aware of the

prob lems of the loose, care less, luke warm mem ber of the
con gre ga tion – sort-of-win dow-shop ping.  Usually, they
are not reg u lar at tend ers of the ‘old-fash ioned-prayer
meet ing’, and thus they go in ‘spurts’ or ‘sea sons’ as dif -
fer ent ac tiv i ties take place in their fam ily ac tiv i ties.  In
other words, fam ily ac tiv i ties take first place on their
daily cal en dar and church wor ship ser vices come in
barely a sec ond on their agenda!  They need some thing
and it is not easy to tell whether it is con ver sion or re ded i -
ca tion. The un der-shep herd is not sure IF they need an
evan ge lism mes sage (Law & Gos pel) or some good solid
food – the milk or meat of God’s Word!    YES, they need
to be ‘fed’!!!  Maybe it is par tially a lack of prep a ra tion
and prayer!  Maybe it’s car nal ity in the pas tor!

The rem edy for this prob lem is the same plain
preach ing Paul ad vised Tim o thy: “Preach the word; be
in stant in sea son, out of sea son.” (II Tim o thy 4:2)  The
WORD in cludes God’s LAW & GOSPEL, in car ing love
and con cern! (Lack ing in many ser mons is nam ing sin as
GOD names it, by name!) 

          Ed i tor    



Enoch Found It Pays 
to Keep Good Company

By R. C. Cunningham 

EVERY DAY you live, you are get ting nearer to the
time of Christ’s re turn!

When HE co mes, will you be ready to leave the world
and go be for ever with Him, like Enoch?

Enoch dis ap peared one day, and the BIBLE says it
was be cause GOD took him.  Why did God take him?  Be -
cause he kept good com pany!  The Bi ble says, “Enoch
walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.”
(Gen e sis 5:24)

It will pay you to ex am ine your sit u a tion and make
sure you are keep ing good com pany.  The Apos tle (God
through, as al ways) gave sound ad vice when he ex horted
the be liev ers to sep a rate them selves from the law less, the
peo ple who walk in spir i tual dark ness and the peo ple who
make idols of earthly things.  To those who sep a rate them -
selves from these peo ple, God says, “I will dwell in them,
and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall
be my peo ple.”  (II Co rin thi ans 6:16)

The apos tle Paul asks five rhe tor i cal ques tions to
show why you should sep a rate your self from cer tain kinds 
of peo ple. 

1. What part ner ship have righ teous ness and law less -
ness?  Can oil mix with wa ter?  Can good ness be mated
with evil?

2. What fel low ship has light with dark ness?  Bind ing
be liev ers with un be liev ers are like try ing to com bine day
and night.  These op po sites can never be united.

3. What har mony has Christ with Belial?  Worth less
per sons (un godly, worldly, un saved) are called “chil dren
of Belial.” (Judges 20:13)  God’s chil dren and the Devil’s
chil dren sim ply do not be long to gether. 

4. What has a be liever in com mon with an un be liever?  
Can a be liever be a close friend of an un be liever for long
with out los ing his faith?

5. What agree ment has the tem ple of God with idols? 
You are a liv ing tem ple of the liv ing God.  How can you
give place in your life to those things that are idol ized by
un re gen er ate peo ple?

Paul posed these ques tions to the Co rin thi ans but did
not an swer them, for the an swer is self-ev i dent.  You may
say, “But we have to work to gether and live in the same
neigh bor hood.  We have to be friendly and co op er a tive!” 
YES, but we don’t have to be in ti mate.  

What Paul is op pos ing is the yok ing to gether of be -
liev ers and un be liev ers.  This would in clude the mar riage
yoke, the busi ness yoke, the so cial yoke –- any vol un tary
bind ing of one self to gether in in ti mate as so ci a tion with

un be liev ers.  He calls it an “un equal yoke.”  It can be a
very gall ing yoke.

How dif fer ent is the yoke of CHRIST! Je sus said,
“Come unto me, all ye that la bour and are heavy

laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn of me for I am meek and lowly in heart: and
ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy,
and my bur den is light.” (Mat thew 11:28-30)

Enoch was a wise man.  He walked only with those
who walked with God.  He was yoked with the Lord, not
with un be liev ers, and he went to Heaven with out dy ing. 
“And was not found, be cause God had trans lated him: for
be fore his trans la tion he had this tes ti mony, that he
pleased God.” (He brews 11:5)

WHEN the LORD co mes to catch away HIS peo ple, it 
will pay us to be found keep ing good com pany and walk -
ing with GOD, like Enoch!

A Day of Small Mir a cles 

One day a friend and I went to a city about 20 miles
from our home to shop.  The day was dreary and when I
got out of the car, I for got to shut off my car lights.  Com -
ing out some time later, I dis cov ered my car would not
start.  I was frus trated with my self, but de cided to call my
son for ad vice as I have no au to mo tive as sis tance.  I knew
he was work ing con struc tion some where in the area, but
was quite sure I was many miles away.  

He an swered his cell phone im me di ately and when I
ex plained my di lemma, there was a long pause as I waited
for him to re spond.  “Would you be lieve,” he said, “I am
here in town, at a store just two blocks away from you.”
(God’s first an swer).

Then he added, “But I have no booster ca bles.”  I re -
mem bered that my hus band who had passed away, al ways
left ca bles in the trunk, so I hur riedly checked.  Sure
enough, there they were. (God’s 2nd an swer).

We waited about a half hour while he fin ished his
shop ping and the load ing of his sup plies.  But, in ter est -
ingly enough, al though the lot was full of cars com ing and
go ing, the park ing space in front of us re mained empty un -
til he came to start us with the help of his pick-up.  (God’s
3rd an swer).  The car started im me di ately and we were
soon on our way home.

As we drove, a verse from Scrip ture came to me, “Be -
fore you call, I will an swer.  And while you are yet speak -
ing, I will hear” Isa iah 65:24.  I had not ut tered a prayer
aloud, but GOD heard my heart’s cry.

By Carol Kleveland, Forest City, Iowa
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Missionary Candidate

A one-legged school teacher from
Scot land came to J. Hud son Tay lor to of -
fer him self for ser vice in China.

“Why do you, with one leg, think of
go ing as a mis sion ary?” asked Tay lor.

“Be cause I do not see those with two
legs go ing, so I must,” re plied George
Scott.

He was ac cepted!

UpDate

“I found it nec es sary to write to you ex hort ing
you to con tend ear nestly for the faith which was

once for all de liv ered to the saints.” (Jude 3)

Letting C. H. speak for my self/Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion & Morn ing Glory Board; 

IT IS INTERESTING to re mark how large a
por tion of Sa cred Writ is oc cu pied with the sub ject
of prayer, ei ther in fur nish ing ex am ples, en forc ing
pre cepts, or pro nounc ing prom ises.  We scarcely
open the Bi ble be fore we read, “Then be gan men to
call upon the name of the Lord;” and just as we are
about to close the vol ume, (the BIBLE) the “Amen”
of an ear nest sup pli ca tion meets our ear.  In stances
are plen ti ful.  Here we find a wres tling Ja cob, – there
a Dan iel who prayed three times a day – and a Da vid
who with all his heart called upon his God.  On the
moun tain we see Elias; in dun geon Paul and Silas. 
We have mul ti tudes of com mands, and myr i ads of
prom ises.  What does this teach us, but the sa cred im -
por tance and ne ces sity of prayer?  We may be cer -
tain that what ever GOD has prom i nent in His Word,
HE in tended to be con spic u ous in our lives!  IF HE
has said much about prayer, it is be cause He knows
we have much of it…     A prayerless soul is a Christ -
less soul.  Prayer is the lisp ing of the be liev ing in -
fant, the shout of the fight ing be liever, the re quiem
of the dy ing saint fall ing asleep in Je sus. …Pray that
thou mayst be an ex am ple and a bless ing unto oth ers, 
and that thou mayst live more to the glory of thy
Mas ter.

Morning & Evening by C. H. Spurgeon 

Ed i tor’s Note: How won der ful it would be, if
each Morn ing Glory reader would faith fully read the 
above de vo tion in pray ing also for the ben e fits and
bless ings of the Morn ing Glory min is try; both in
prayer and fi nan cial in vest ment, as has been said
ALL can pray and ‘many can give’!   Let us work
even more to gether to the Glory of God and in nur -
tur ing Chris tians and Evan ge lizing the lost, as we
“Con tinue in prayer,” Colossians 4:2 & Ephe sians
6:17-20 in ‘con tend ing for the faith’, Jude 3. 

The monthly ex penses of the Hauge
Innermission are approx. $3,500.

Jan u ary of fer ings were $2,170.00.

Thank you for your con cern for us.


